Musings
THANK YOU

The Membership and Visitation Committee would likeextend a big thank you to

all the volunteers that helped out with the parkiigralet service this past winter

and early spring. Winter came in with a heavy dafssnow and wind and cold this year.

Once again, it was very pleasing to hear so maauyktfial comments about this service. Coming
to church early on a cold, windy and snowy Sundayoit something everyone looks forward to,
but the volunteers braved the elements and nes#aterl when asked more than once to help
out. This extra effort offered on so many Sundags were so snowy and icy shows just how
willing people of GPC are to step right in and lenkdelping hand. This is truly a caring Church
family and we should all be very proud of the wiginess these volunteers have shown to help
others out. )

PER CAPITA

The words mean "by the head". It is the way thtdenomination attempts to cover D
some of the costs of doing ministry locally anduar@ the country. Some have described it as "a
tax", for being associated with the PresbyteriaarCin

Actually, it is a semi-voluntary contribution tiee operation of the larger church. We say
"semi-voluntary" because, while a congregation dagsave to pay it, governing bodies above
the Session ARE required to pay for the servicdh@bther governing bodies. What does that
mean? It means that even if a congregation dogsayats per capita, the Presbytery must pay
for the members who reside and minister withiriTihe same is said for the Synod. It also means
they may not have the same resources availableifsion because they were diverted to internal
operations.

What happens if we do not pay our per capitathdrsimplest terms it means that some
very faithful people will be out of a job. It meathat when a congregation needs help with an
element of ministry that is beyond its ability to @lone, there may not be help available. It
means that resources which would ordinarily be n@aa@d@able through the Presbytery, Synod or
General Assembly may not be available. It meaaswihen a congregation, such as ours, is
looking for a new pastor, the network that helpgube search may not function well because
the staff who would help are no longer there. 2

It means that Christian Education materials, Whie receive through the denomination,
might not be there either and so we might havedate our own. In the final analysis, it means
that we are turning away from our commitment tabenectional--that is a part of a larger body
that can do so much more if we work together. 3

What is per capita to you? Well, it works outdes than $.10 per day. And, it also

means that we, who have decided to pay our peta;ayiil have the regularly budgeted mission
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dollars available to do the work we have commitiacselves to do. If you have not put in your 4
check for $25.71 for your part of per capita, woybdl prayerfully consider doing it soon?
Thank Youl! #
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Please keep in thought and prayer
Linda Badger Becker’s daughterwho suffered a miscarriage A
Doris Falke, recovering from surgery |
Ed Vander's brother, recently hospitalized at Unity Hospital
Mary Edwards, recently hospitalized at Unity Hospital
Marty Ohman’s cousin, hospitalized at Strong
David Bills, recovering from surgery
Ann Haag's sister, recovering from surgery for a detached retina
Meredith Shaw’s mother, battling lung cancer
Murray Belknapp, recovering from surgery
Continued prayers fd8hirley Eckerson, Lois BenedictandJim Bartell

DEACONS PAGE S
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Our sympathy to
The Family ofShirlee Bullock who passed away. Nancy Morris and Sharon Dean are
Shirlee’s nieces.
John and Moyra Stoneon the recent death of Moyra’s 98 year old motGéarlotte
(Lottie) Wilson in Scotland
Al and Mary Waugh and Family on the death of Al's mothelary, on Friday Feb. 27
Scott and Betty Blystone’s son and daughter-in-lawn the recent death of their
newborn baby
Carol and Tom Cathy on the recent death of Carol’s sistavuella DeGrave

REMINDER TO DEACONS
Our next meeting will be at 7:00 p.m .on MondayiApO™

TABITHA CIRCLE will meet on Tuesday, April #4at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Jan
Beutner.

The PRAYER SHAWL GROUP will not meet in April. The next meeting will be
Tuesday, May 19at 7:00 p.m.

MEET OUT NEW MEMBER:

Please welcome into our fellowship:

Dana Fose

Dana was born in Rochester, NY. She has one bratitesister-in-law, a nephew and another
nephew or niece on the way. Dana works as a teaabstitute in the Greece Central School
District. She likes to bowl, quilt and sew, andkuaer dogs. Dana is a beginner golfer. She
recently bought a set of clubs and enjoys golfing,does not keep score.
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Lectionary Readings for April
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Palm Sunday -- Communion
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Maundy Thursday — Communion
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Good Friday
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EASTER — Family Sunday
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Only 74 days (from April 1) until the ... GPC Yard Sale — June 13th

As you're spring cleaning or plowing througbuy attic, basement, garage or shed please keep
our upcomingGPC Yard Salein mind - we will gladly accept most of those itethat you no
longer need. Tell your friends and neighbors, too!

Specifics as to drop off dates/times, anddhtEms that we cannot accept will be provided in
the May Harbinger and upcoming worship bulletins.

Remember the fun we had last year??
We want to make this year’s sale even better —
more fun, more fellowship and more income!!

An organizational meeting will be held earty April 14" at 7:00 pm. Please join us! We will
need lots of help to make this event successfuhyMd you have already indicated your
willingness to help and we are most appreciativgooir enthusiasm and commitment.

Please don't hesitate to contact Sheri MaalRarht 436-1274 with questions, suggestions and,
especially, offers of help.

JUNIOR CHOIR NEWS

For the past several weeks we have been readiadriibndly Snowflake: A Fable of
Faith, Love and Familipy M. Scott Peck, M.D., known for his best sellbe Road Less
Traveled Although_The Friendly Snowflak#oes have some illustrations, it is a chapter book
and required us to do some picturing in our minds.

We pictured Jenny, full of questions and wondeulthe world, and her practical,
scientific brother Dennis, who feels more comfoldalsith answers that can be proven. As they
explore together the life cycle of a snowflake (fiy&) both children grow in wisdom and
understanding.

This story made us wonder about the differencevdet being "smart” and being "wise".
We agreed that learning comes in many ways, ankkwia work to obtain knowledge and
develop "practical" skills during much of our tirae students, taking the time to wonder, ponder,
and learn from life experience also has benefitd,gelps us to grow in wisdom.

In saying goodbye at the end of each rehearsahawve been encouraging each other to:
Be good noticers! Do some wondering! Come back ekweser!

NURSERY and TODDLER ROOM SCHEDULE /-g
(Toddler) “

Date (Nursery) Name

April 5 Chris Davis/Laura Hossenlopp Ginny Smithura Hossenlopp
April 12 Sharon Call/Andrea Unson Brian Hart/Shavewis

April 19 Tammy & Mike Endulovski Jeff Tuttle/RolebOhman

April 26 Tami Pignone/Alison MacKenzie Tracy & 3a=m Burkovich



ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAMS FOR APRIL

April 5™ The Passover Table with Jim Mossgraber
Look at what foods were likely consumed at thetlSupper as well as other
foods of that time and region.

April 121 Easter, no program
April19 th The Last Lecture from Randy Pausch

With Carrie Dykasd Barb Snaith
On September 18, 2007, computer science prof&swly Pausch stepped
in front of an audience of 400 people at Carndfgtion University to
deliver a last lecture called “Really Achievingtf Childhood Dreams.”
With slides of his CT scans beaming out to thdience, Randy told his
audience about the cancer that is devouringdnisngas and that will claim
his life in a matter of months. On the stagé tizy, Randy was youthful,
energetic, handsome, often cheerful, darkly funidg seemed invincible.
But this was a brief moment, as he himself ackadged.

Randy’s lecture has become a phenomenon, ab&a®ok he wrote based
on the same principles, celebrating the dreamallarive to make
realities. Sadly, Randy lost his battle to paatc cancer on July 25, 2008,
but his legacy will continue to inspire us alt figenerations to come.
Despite his death, his lecture is really abdat IWe will watch parts of his
lecture and discuss what we may learn from fessliessons.

WOMEN ON RETREAT

This year's retreat is titleBiology & Belief with a focus on the
Mind/Body Connection Set aside the dates now for fun, fellowship,
and Christian education at Camp Asbury, an houthsanFriday,
November 13 through Sunday, November 15, 2009.

The payment schedule is listed below.
Room Sept.1 Oct. 1 Nov.1 | Total
Multiple 36.67 36.67 36.67 110
Single 42.67 42.67 42.67 128

Please see Lynn Schramel or Barb Snaith if a scdfofawould allow you to attend.

MEN MEETING FOR FELLOWSHIP

Join the Men in fellowship at Breakfast at 6:30.aatrthe Town and Country Restaurant on Chili
Avenue (on the second Thursday), Agfil Dine with the Men on Apri21st(the third Tuesday
evening), also at the Town and Country Restaurant.

=

Please check your own personal library for GPC itento be -
returned. Thank you.

178 WP PRI GO IFTTODLCTED SO VLS

Last month, we had a Second Hour speaker from A sgoke about the power of God and how
it helps him and others triumph over personal wid that they could not control. The same
approach may be useful in dealing with other bfsues. Here are the Twelve Steps, with a focus
on alcohol. #4, making a fearless moral inventifryourself, seems particularly powerful.

1. We admitted we were powerless over alcohol—thatlives had become unmanageable.

2. Came to believe that a Power greater than oursetudd restore us to sanity.

3. Made a decision to turn our will and our lives oteethe care of Gods we understood

Him.

Made a searching and fearless moral inventoryiocdedves.

Admitted to God, to ourselves, and to another hub®ng, the exact nature of our

wrongs.

Were entirely ready to have God remove all the$ectie of character.

Humbly asked Him to remove our shortcomings.

Made a list of all persons we had harmed, and beaaithng to make amends to them

all.

9. Made direct amends to such people wherever possiktept when to do so would injure
them or others.

10. Continued to take personal inventory and when weweong, promptly admitted it.

11. Sought through prayer and meditation to improveammscious contact with Gad we
understood Him, praying only for knowledge of His will for us atite power to carry
that out.

12. Having had a spiritual awakening as the resulhe$¢ steps, we tried to carry this
message to others, and to practice these prindipkdsour affairs.

ok
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PRAYER OF THE MONTH http://agaperevolution.com/2006/04/17/an-easter
prayer/

Glory and praise to You, Risen Savior, for You brimg light to our darkness, joy to
our sorrow, and the fullness of love to our reluctat hearts.

Once and for all You have conquered sin and evilln the glory of Your
Resurrection we have been set free from all that leps us from following You.

In this Easter season, fill our hearts with Your Lght and Grace that we might
joyfully echo the words of Your Holy Angels:

He is not here in the tomb:
He is risen!
Alleluia! Alleluia!

JURY DUTY IDENTITY SCAM

Most of us take summonses for jury duty seriously as a result, a new and ominous kind of
fraud has surfaced. A caller claims to be a jugrdinator with a warrant for your arrest. If you
protest that you never received a summons forguty, the scammer asks you for your Social
Security number and date of birth so he or shevedfy the information and cancel the arrest
warrant. Give out any of this information and lmngour identity was just stolen.

The fraud has been reported so far in 11 statds.siindle is particularly insidious because the
criminals use intimidation over the phone to trytdly people into giving information by
pretending they are with the court system. The &Rl the federal court system have issued
nationwide alerts on their web sites, warning camets about the fraud. This has been verified

by the FBI (their link is also included below).eBbe pass this as appropriate. It is spreadihg fas

so be prepared should you get this call.

Check it out here: www.fbi.gov/page2/june06/juryams060206.htmand here:
www.snopes.com/crime/fraud/juryduty.asp

NEEDED: LAPTOP COMPUTER

Have you upgraded your laptop computer, but still have the old one collecting dust in the
corner? Donate it to GPC and we will put it to use and give you a tax donation receipt
forit. We need it for use with the LCD projector.

MOTHER'’S DAY FLOWER SALE

The Guatemala Partners Mission Group will onceralga selling the beautiful hanging
baskets in time for Mother’'s Day. We will be offeg the same plants as last year: vy
Geraniums, Fuscias, Rosebud Impatiens, and Newe@uinpatiens. There will be order forms
in Sunday bulletins or you may call any of theduling members of the committee to order
flowers: Bruce or Cheryl Taylor, Gretchen Greefmm Ward, Margie McKnight, Allison
Gilday, Bev Switzer, Dotty Meddaugh or the churéfice.

This is one of our largest fundraisers for therydlease support this worthwhile project
and also make your yard brighter and prettier aséime time! And, please tell your friends!

MUSTARD SEED SCHOLARSHIP

Through donations from members of Gates Pteslay Church, a fund has been established
with the intent of providing scholarship assistateca graduating high school student who will
be pursuing the next level of education. The intéithe scholarship is not to fully pay for the
education, but to help defray the expense of higdecation.

In 2009, one Mustard Seed Scholarship wilhlvarded. The scholarship is a 4-year, $1,500
per year scholarship. The scholarship fund wilpbel directly to the student’s account at the
beginning of each school year.

Applications are now available in the churéfice, and must be turned into the church office,
1049 Wegman Road, addressed to the attentioredtlstard Seed Committee no later than
noon, Sunday, April 26. For additional informati@nquestions, please contact Chuck
Goodykoontz or Kay Harder.

APRIL PUBLIC WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Date Lay Reader Communion Usher Team
April 5 Jim Meddaugh * see below Team #6
April 9 Jim Mossgraber - Maundy Thursday service

April 10 Jan Beutner — Good Friday service

April 12 Norma Polizzi Team #3
April 19 Ron Steinmiller Team #4
April 26 Youth to-be-determined Team #5

Communion Schedule
April 5 Left Right

1. Ken Birkbeck 1. Jim Mossgraber
2. Bill Dassero
3. Nancy Bodhor

2. Barb Snaith
4. Cheryl Fehnel

3. Polly Moore
4. Patty Fields



s&nior High Youth grolf
js "GoIng GREEN" ||

For the month of April, the Senior High Youth Growpl be “Going Green” by
collecting VHS tapes and floppy disks for AlternatiCommunity Training (ACT): a Missouri-
based organization providing employment opportasitor developmentally disabled adults.
ACT specializes in the collection, reclamation, aecicling of used VHS tapes and computer
floppy disks.

Since the arrival of CDs, and now DVDs, thousarfdsias of these non-biodegradable
tapes and disks have ended up in landfills. Bycollection efforts we hope to keep these items
out of landfills and simultaneously provide supgdortan important community organization.

Please join us in our efforts by donating your uni®d or obsolete video tapes and
floppy disks. Designated collection boxes will bedted in the main foyer throughout the month
of April. Thanks in advance for your contributions.

Vacation Bible School is fast approaching and weeldecided to go with the game show theme.

So mark your calendars and get ready to “Come OmrDto VBS 2009. If you would like to
sign up to help there will be a sign-up sheet atihlletin starting the first Sunday in April.

From the Associate Pastor ...........

Twenty arms reached for the sky as ten preschoolers stretched to catch the soap
bubbles dancing in the air above them. Determined to reach the bubbles, these
ambitious preschoolers turned Dan Hadley’s body into a climbing wall. Their zeal,
however, did not deter him as he continued to create the wonders. The 2009 GPC
Mission Team had just finished building and painting a fence at the Green Island Basic
School in Jamaica. Suddenly, 80 three, four, and five year olds sprinted out the school
doors for recess. The fresh paint caught their interest, but the quick action (and thinking)
of the GPC youth saved their uniforms from becoming “dotted swiss.” Wrist flickered
and wands waved, as soap bubbles diverted attention from the wet paint to the sky.
Laughter filled the playground and | was again reminded of the joy that the serendipitous
moments of life offer us.

Over the last six months, we have traveled through the dark days of winter. There
have been times of frustration and fear. The horrific economic facts and figures have
sometimes robbed us of joy, as worry about the future consumes us. Lent, however,
presents us with a reminder that fear and anguish, despair and disappointment are part
of the human walk. God never promised a carefree life. God did promise, however,
restored life — over and over again. Lent invites us to connect with those folks who put
their lives on the line to follow Jesus. It beacons us to sit with them at Jesus’ last meal
and to stand with them under the cross. BUT, it also leads us to surprising joy of the
empty tomb! Lent reminds us that worry, despair, and fear never have the last word.
Instead, resurrection, redirection, refocus, rebirth are God’s continuing gift to us. The
preschoolers of Green Island Basic School innocently lunged with glee at the mystery of
the soap bubbles floating in the air. May we lunge at the mystery of resurrected life in
such a way that we are renewed and once again able to embrace the joy of the present

moment while releasing our fears of the future.



YOUTH NEWS
April 2 - 7:30 - Youth Advisors
April 5 - 9:00 - Youth Choir
11:15 - Junior High and Senior High Church School
Confirmation Class
6:00 - Youth Group
April 9 - Maundy Thursday Service — no Youth Committee
April 12 - 9:00 - Youth Choir
10:00 - Youth Choir singing in worship
Easter - no classes
April 19 - 9:00 - Youth Choir
11:15 - Junior High and Senior High Church School
Confirmation Class
6:00 - Youth Group
April 25 - 8:30 - 1:30 - Mission Madness
April 26 - 9:00 - Youth Choir
11:15 - Junior High and Senior High Church School
Classes
Confirmation Class

GENESEE VALLEY PRESBYTERY MISSION MADNESS
Saturday, April 25 - 8:30 - 1:30

Youth 7-12™ grades - beginning and ending at our own Gates Presbyterian Church!
GPC youth meet in our Sanctuary so that we can organize ourselves before signing
in with the Presbytery. We will then mix and divide up with other Presbyterian
youth and adults in order to do mission work throughout Monroe County. You will

always be with a GPC friend. Watch snail mail for more INFO and the sign-up flyer.

Cost: $5.00 Sign-up deadline: April 5th in CA’s office.

FUTURE YOUTH DATES

Junior High Retreat — May 1-3 — Covington Acres

Confirmation Overnight — May 15

End-of-the Year picnic — June 14

Senior Sunday — June 21st

Junior High Work Project — July 27-July 30 (incoming 6, 7", 8" graders)
Senior High Work Project — August 9-15 — Cumberland, Maryland (incoming
9,10,11,12th graders)

MISSION NEWS

GPC serving lunch at St. Joseph’s House of Hospital ity on Saturday,

April 18. We need your help!

Food donations: Sign-up on the Kiosk.

Cooks: Cooking at GPC on April 17 — 6:30 — sign-up on the Kiosk.

Servers: Meet at St. Joseph’s — 10:30 — April 18 — sign-up on the Kiosk.

This will be our last St. Joseph’s meal until October. Many thanks to all who have
helped with the four meals we have served at St. Joseph’s during this program year!
St. Joseph’s has been an important part of the mission out-reach program of GPC for
over twenty—five years. With increasing difficult economic times, these meals are
needed more than ever.

Wall-of-Food

The wall is growing! Please continue to bring in food donations until April 12, After
Easter, the Mission-Peacemaking Committee will pack up the donations and take them
to SWEM — Southwest Ecumenical Ministries.

Mission Madness — April 25 — 8:30-1:30

GPC will once again be the site for the Genesee Valley Presbytery Youth Mission
Madness. Although the event is designed for Presbyterian youth, we need adult
volunteers in the following way;

- Act as host/hostess — 2 hour shifts.

- Participate in Mission Madness as advisors/drivers — 8:30-1:30,

This event is designed so that youth gather at GPC, divide into groups mixed with folks
from different churches, go to mission sites for two hours, and return to GPC for lunch.
This is a wonderful day filled with both the enthusiasm of youth and the fun of mission
work. Contact Carol Anne if you can help — thanks!

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING

OFFERING RECEIVED ON PALM SUNDAY — APRIL 5

Since 1949, Presbyterians have joined with millions of other Christians collecting the
One Great Hour of Sharing second mile giving opportunity. Financial donations support
ministries of disaster response, refugee assistance and resettlement and community
development throughout the world. In response to the new life offered to each of us
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, let us offer new life to those in need. The One
Great Hour of Sharing offering envelop is enclosed in this Harbinger.




