
Lectionary Readings: 
 

October 2009 
 
04  27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Job 1.1, 2.1-10 – Job … skin for skin 
 Psalm 26 – vindicate me, O Lord ... for I walk with you …  
 Hebrews 1.1-4. 2.5-12 – God has given us control of all things 
 Mark 10.2-16 – receive the kingdom as a little child 
 
  Theme: Getting angry with God 
    Rev. Dr. N. Scott Cupp preaching 
 
11  28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Job 23.1-9, 16-17 – Job wants to reason with God 
 Psalm 22.1-15 – my God, my God, why have you forsaken me 
 Hebrews 4.12-16 – God is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of a person 
 Mark 10.17-31 – what must I do to inherit eternal life? 
 

Visitor: Rev. Colin Pritchard, Pastor of Victor Presbyterian Church 
will be leading worship this week as a part of a pulpit exchange 

   
 
18  29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Job 38.1-7, 34-41 – who is this who questions ME?   
 Psalm 104.1-9, 24, 35c – God is creator and sustainer  
 Hebrews 5.1-10 – Jesus the High Priest 
 Mark 10.35-45 – greatness depends on servitude 
 
  Theme: Contending with God 
    Rev. Dr. N. Scott Cupp preaching 
 
25  30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Job 42.1-6, 10-17 – I did not understand … but now I see 
 Psalm 34.1-8, 19-22 – I sought the Lord and he answered me … 
 Hebrews 7.23-31 – It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the Living God 
 Mark 10.46-52 – the healing of Bartimaeus  
 
  Theme: Seeing things differently 
    Rev. Dr. N. Scott Cupp preaching 
 
 
 

Musings: 
 
Last month I began what will be a three-part series on Stewardship.  If you will remember, I said 
then that “Stewardship is everything you do after you say, ‘I believe.’”“Stewardship is everything you do after you say, ‘I believe.’”“Stewardship is everything you do after you say, ‘I believe.’”“Stewardship is everything you do after you say, ‘I believe.’”  This month I would like to 
take the next few lines to talk about the basic principles of Christian Stewardship.  These are the 
things we need to consider as we decide how to exercise our own personal ministries. 
 

1. All you have belongs to God. 
2. Giving is a spiritual matter – a faith issue. 
3. Giving is a matter of choice – not law 
4. Giving should be done regularly – with some sort of plan 
5. Gifts withheld are, in effect, stolen from God. 
6. Giving is an expression of love and gratitude. 
7. A part of all you receive should be returned to God 
8. The amount you give should be in proportion to what you receive 
9. Earthly possessions are temporary. 
10. Giving involves your whole self, including all you have and all you accumulate in your lifetime. 
11. Giving through your church puts you closer to God’s work. 
12. God will give you rewards far in excess of what you give. 

 
Ordinarily we think of stewardship in terms of money.  However, with a bit of a stretch, you can 
see that these principles apply to everything we do and not just money.  How we use what we have 
depends, so much, on how we think about it.  When we work so hard, it is easy to lose sight of the 
fact that God has given us everything we enjoy from the great abundance of his grace.  It starts 
with where we were born, or in some instances, where we have had the good fortune to move.  
We, as Americans, have been powerfully blessed. 
 
Once we acknowledge this, whatever we give, we give as a response to what God has done for us.  
We give as a way of saying “thank you” and just as God has given us the first and the best, so also 
do we respond in gratitude. 
 
Time and talents sheets will begin to circulate soon.  The pledge campaign will begin soon and 
right after that a capital campaign for major repairs.  There are opportunities to help around the 
church and the community.  Most importantly, to all of this – give of yourself. That is the most 
important gift you can give anyone. 
 
See you in worship – where we gather to give thanks to God for all we have received. 

 



Presbyterian 101 – Historic Principles = G.-1.0400 
Part 4 in a series 

The radical principles of Presbyterian Church government and discipline are: 
That the several different congregations of believers, taken collectively, constitute one Church of 
Christ, called emphatically the Church;  
 The Apostle Paul speaks of the church being ‘the body of Christ.’ And so it is.  The Gates 
Presbyterian Church is a part of the Larger Presbyterian Church USA which is a part of the larger 
Presbyterian Church International; which is a part of the larger church that is known as the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches; which is a part of the World-wide Christian Churches.  Therefore, when we speak of the 
church we need to be clear which segment it is of which we speak.  

 
That a larger part of the Church, or a representation of it, should govern a smaller, or determine 
matters of controversy which arise therein;  
 The Presbyterian Church is a representative democracy.  We elect leaders to govern over each 
congregation – to determine what it will do and how it will do it – in the name of Christ.  When there are 
disagreements, it is necessary for those disagreements to be determined by the people who are chosen to lead a 
particular congregation. 

 
That, in like manner, a representation of the whole should govern and determine in regard to 
every part and to all the parts united: that is, that a majority shall govern;  
 The principle of representation carries from one level of the church to the next so that we elect or 
appoint representatives to serve at the Presbytery level and then from there elect people who will serve on the 
Synod level and on the councils of General Assembly.  In all of those bodies, the principle of ‘majority rules’ apply.  
That is, on issues of importance the representatives may be called upon to decide yea or nay by some manner of 
polling.  When the votes are counted those who have the most votes establish what is to be done or not done by 
the entire body in question. 

 
And consequently that appeals may be carried from lower to higher governing bodies, till they be 
finally decided by the collected wisdom and united voice of the whole Church.  
 Where there is a question that cannot be resolved within a governing body, it is possible to appeal any 
decision to a higher body – much like the Appellant Court System in the United States.  There, cases are heard 
from the local courts all the way to the Supreme Court (if it is determined that a case has such merit) until there 
are no more appeals.  In the PC (USA) appeals can proceed from the Session to the Presbytery, from the 
Presbytery to the Synod; from the Synod to the General Assembly.  However, should an appeal go all the way 
to the General Assembly, the decision rendered there is considered final and there are no more appeals and 
everyone must determine how to live with the decision.. 

 
For these principles and this procedure, the example of the apostles and the practice of the 
primitive Church are considered as authority. 
 The primitive church met together to pray and to consider each matter before hand.  As they met, they 
sought the wisdom and spirit of Christ.  This has been the standard for the church throughout its history. 

Mid-week Bible Study 
The mid-week Bible study is back in full swing.  Each week we look at the primary 

text(s) in the lectionary.  One of these usually will be the focus of worship for the coming 
Sunday.   

We gather at 6:30 and finish in time for Choir Practice at 7:30.  This is a good time to 
come and discuss what is written in the pages of the Bible.  Check the lectionary readings above 
to see what we will be looking at each week. 

 
 

Thanks to you, it's working! 
     As of August 31, we have received 65% of the year's budgeted pledge income, in 67% of the 
year!  Thanks to all of you for keeping your pledges paid up to date, and please keep it up! Also, 
as of that date, income has exceeded expenditures by $1776. 
    Please keep up the good work! 
                                  - Your Budget Committee 
 
PARKING VALETS   
The Membership and Visitation Committee is asking for volunteers to help out with the parking 
lot valet services this coming winter.  Generally volunteers are only asked to help out two 
Sundays through the winter months.  This is a valuable service provided for our Church family.  
Please make a note in the hospitality register or contact Eric Vail 889-5491 (email: 
vailagency@yahoo.com) or contact the Church office if you can help. 
 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS/SAVE THE DATE 
March 20, 2010   

There’s a mystery to be solved at Gates Presbyterian Church 

 
 
PUBLIC WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR OCTOBER 
Date               Lay Reader      Communion          Usher Team             Front Door Greeter 
October 6       Cam Mossgraber     * see below                   #4                          Irene Ward 
October 11     Nancy Bodhorn                                             #5                          Sherry Nau 
October 18      Clarene Cress                                               #6                          Nancy Bodhorn 
October 25      Youth (tbd)                                                  #1                           Dick Saxe 
Communion: 
Left:  Brenda Thornton Right:  Jeff Tomkinson 
  John Schramel    Lynn Schramel 
  Jeff Tuttle    Bruce Taylor 
  Sherry Nau    Patti Fields 



STEWARDSHIP FOR 2010  
 

NEW LOVE NEW MERCY- Lamentations  
 

 
Gates Presbyterian Church is a place to gather for worship, prayer, learning, and 
fellowship and from which we depart to minister both near and far.  Previous 
generations have endowed us with an amazing gift, a place of worship for which we are 
stewards. 
 
Stewardship is about making choices, as individuals and in community. 
 

As the fall season is upon us so, too, is the season to begin to consider our commitments 
of time, talent, and treasures to Gates Presbyterian Church for 2010. 
 

Here is a tentative schedule for the stewardship/budget program for 2010; 
 

October 7th (Wednesday) - A mailing will be sent out to members and friends of GPC 
providing information related to the 2010 budget in a narrative format.  Included in this 
mailing will be a time and talent sheet (you will notice that this will go back to the one 
time request to complete your offering of time and talent). 
 

October 25th (Sunday) & November 5th (Thursday evening) – 
Stewardship/Budget committee will host a second hour open house gathering in the 
adult lounge.  The committee invites you to join us at whichever time is more convenient 
for you.  Members of the committee will be available to answer your questions and 
welcome your thoughts. 
 

November 8th (Sunday) – This will be our consecration Sunday when members and 
friends of GPC bring their financial pledge to the communion table as a sign of our 
commitment to the Ministry and Mission of GPC.  We will join in celebrating our life 
together, dedicate ourselves to Christ’s service, and rejoice in our dedication as stewards 
of Gates Presbyterian Church. 
 

November 22nd (Sunday) – Stewardship/Budget committee is inviting everyone to 
join together for a pot luck lunch after worship in the fellowship hall.  We offer this as a 
time of fellowship and as a celebration of our devotion to God and GPC. 
 

Please take a moment to ask yourself what is it that means the most to you in your 
relationship with God and Gates Presbyterian Church? 
 
 
In Christ, 
Your Stewardship/Budget Committee 
 
 

Adult Education 
 

Rub a Dub Dub, Thanks for the GrubRub a Dub Dub, Thanks for the GrubRub a Dub Dub, Thanks for the GrubRub a Dub Dub, Thanks for the Grub    
                   Join us to celebrate Worldwide Communion Sunday on Oct 4 by 
bringing an ethnic dish to share.  We will provide sodas; please bring your own 
place settings and prepare to enjoy great food and fellowship. 

 
October 11th –  
Bring Down the Mountain – Sharing the Story 
Come and join Colin Pritchard for an hour of music, questions, and conversation.  During this 
time we will explore ways to help shape and share the stories of how we have been touched by 
God.  Bold or shy, musically gifted or tone-deaf, wordy or concise, all of us have the challenge 
and responsibility of bearing witness to God’s activity in this world.  Colin will share how this 
call to authenticity has shaped his music, and offer some thoughts on how to look for places in 
every person’s life where the Spirit is already speaking. 
Biographical Sketch: 
Rev. Colin Pritchard is the pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Victor, N.Y.  He is also the 
husband of Dina Strasser and father of Rebecca (6) and Ian (4).  Now in his 10th year of ministry 
as a Minister of Word and Sacrament in the PCUSA, Colin has served as a mission pastor for the 
Presbytery of Geneva and here in the Presbytery of Genesee Valley at the Victor church.  In 
addition to his local service, Colin has worked extensively with the General Assembly office of 
Evangelism and Church Growth as a New Church Development (NCD) Coach, and in conference 
planning, workshop leadership, and pastor assessment events.  Colin is also a singer/songwriter 
who often travels with guitar in hand for worship leadership, retreats, and outreach concerts for 
church communities.  His newest CD “Take My Voice” will be available in fall 2009. 
 
October 18 –  
Two representatives from St. Joseph’s House of Hospitality will speak to us about their history 
and their mission.  Please join us and discover information about one of GPC’s long running 
mission programs. 
                                 
  

 
Like Jell-O, there’s always room for more women at our retreat – sign up to join the merriment.  
The first and second payments are now due in a box on the right side of Lynn Schramel’s desk.  
Remember that we are prepaying for Friday night’s dinner this year – please include that in your 
payments if you want to start the fun at dinner.  Prices are listed on the kiosk and box.  
 



JR. CHOIR NEWS  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫ 
 We are off to a great start this year! Look for us on October 25, and see if you can spot 
some new faces up there on the risers. We are always glad to welcome new friends, and it is not 
too late to join us! The names of our incoming singers will be listed in the November Harbinger. 
 The anthem we are working on for October is entitled “How Lovely Is the House Of 
God.” Its message, that God lovingly shares the earth with children from every land and race, is 
an important one, and one that we try to emphasize each year in junior choir. We are excited that 
our introit for that morning is a song from Nigeria! 
 No matter what language we are singing in, we are happy and proud to help lead morning 
worship. The spirit that comes through our singing is a universal language in itself! 
 

TEDDY BEAR PROJECT 2009                                                                   
 It’s not too late! You can still sign up to dress a bear for a kindergartener  
in  one of Rochester’s public schools. This is the 4th year that we have 
collaborated with the ladies of St. John’s Meadows on this fun and rewarding 
volunteer project. It’s as easy as 1-2-3! 
 Purchase a bear (or bears) for $6.00 each from the supply we will have at 
church on September 29th from 5:00 - 7:00 in the Junior High lounge. (The cost of the books has 
gone up.).  Dress your bears any way you like. Guidelines will be handed out with the bears. 
Return your bears to church in November (date to be announced). 
 The bears will be “bagged and tagged” at the Teddy Bear Picnic at St. John’s Meadows 
in late November or early December. The bears will be delivered to Schools #1 and #16 in 
January. Each child will receive a dressed bear, a book, and a hand-knit hat. I will have more 
details on these events by September 29th.  
 Questions? Call Sally Christensen at 247-6095. 
 

       
 Zoo News 
 

For GPC Church School Children – K-6! 
You are invited to join the Senior High Youth Group at the Seneca Park Zoo.   
Children and teenagers will be paired together for safety and fun! 
Meet at GPC at 12:30.  We will return to GPC at 3:30.  Cost:  $3.00 – lunch and 
transportation to the zoo provided.  Call the office – 247-5292 to register – a must so we 
can plan for transportation.  
 

NURSERY AND TODDLER ROOM SCHEDULE FOR OCTOBER 
Nursery:      Toddler Room: 
October 4 Andrea and Ian Unson   Brian Hart and Shawn Lewis 
October 11 Sue and Alyssa Birkbeck  Tracy and Jessica Burkovich 
October 18 Chris Davis and Joshua Binko  Ginny Smith and Robbie Ohman 
October 25 Diane and Laura Keiling  Amanda Adams 
 
 
 

32 years old and still going strong!!! 
 

What is the Church Mouse Bazaar?  GPC started the Church Mouse Bazaar 

32 years ago as a fund raiser to supplement our annual budget.  In the 

beginning, church groups made items to sell; now we have over 70 

participants in the event, making this the longest-running church bazaar in 

the area. 

- All top-quality crafters with hand-crafted items, plus 4-5 church groups, will 

be participating in this, our 32nd successful year at GPC. 

- Want to join the fun and excitement and have a good time when our church is 

packed with vendors selling and customers buying?  Then sign up to help one 

(or more) of our capable chair people who need YOUR help.  It takes well 

over 100 people to pull this off. Sign-up sheets will be in the Sunday 

bulletins. 

- Each year we get bigger and better.  This year we are FULL with vendors, 

some familiar faces from years past and some new and exciting people. 

- Can we count on YOU to jump on the bandwagon and be a set of willing 

hands (or feet) for our special day? 

- Jot the date down, November 21, from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Sign 

up and join the fun! More details and sign-up sheets to follow soon. 



DEACONS PAGE                                     

Please keep in thought and prayer: 
 Babe Meyer, recovering from surgery 
 Linda Allen , recovering from surgery 
 Andrea Unson’s mother, battling health issues 
 Jack and Mary Hughes’ daughter, battling health issues 
 Kelsey Call, recovering from gall bladder surgery 
 Continued prayers for Linda McKibben   
 
Our sympathy to: 
 Frona Rossman on the recent death of her dear friend George Thomas 
 Dave and Sheri Barrett on the recent death of Dave’s father 
 Tom and Chris Arcara on the recent death of Tom’s mother 
  
 
REMINDER TO DEACONS 
Our next meeting will be at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, October 19th.  
 
THANK YOU 
If someone asked, “what does GPC have to offer me?”  I’d reply, “there are many words, but the 
love and caring from our church extended family says it all.”  Thanks to all of you.  God Bless!!     
                                                               - Frona & The Thomas, Vail and Rossman families 
 
Tabitha Circle  will meet at Jan Beutner's home on 8 Cottage Gate Circle on October 13,  
at 7 p.m. (426-0520) 
  
Prayer Shawl Group will meet at church in Room 16 on October 20, 2009, at 7 p.m. 
 
Library Night  will be held on Thursday October 15, at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Men’s Programs 
Men – get together for breakfast at 6:30 at the Town and Country Restaurant in Chili (on the first 
Thursday,) October 1st.  Meet for dinner at 6 p.m. on October 15th (the third Thursday evening) 
at the same restaurant.  Enjoy fellowship and conversation. 

 
FALL CLEAN-UP DAY – Saturday, October 17 – starting at 8:30 a.m. 
Bring your work gloves and join us in preparing the church for the winter.  We rake and  
clean out the gardens, wash windows, and minor repairs around the church.  Please join 
us.  Many hands make for quick work.  Hope to see you there!!  Any questions, contact  
Ron Bodhorn at 594-9263. 

 
 
 
 

WHEEL-A-THON – October 4 – 12:45 
Youth, have a great time while working for Mission! 

Hound your friends, family, and church members for pledges explaining that you 
are doing this to support our mission work projects……. meet at Henpeck Park 
on October 4th eagerly ready for a great afternoon ……. ride the canal path for 20 
miles enjoying fall trees, ice cream, and snack stops ……play and eat in Perinton 
Park stuffing yourself with hot dogs, etc ……..return to GPC at 7:00 feeling great 
about your support for mission.    
Bring: Your pledge envelop with pledges of at least $15.00   
       A bike that is in good shape (tires inflated, brakes checked, etc.) 
       Water 
       HELMET (must have to ride – adults too)   
A few more things ……  
Jamaica Participants – remember you are required to collect $125.00 in pledges, and  
if you don’t have a pledge envelope, there are some in CA’s office.     
 
 

Junior Highs Junior Highs Junior Highs Junior Highs –––– Come get lost with Youth Group! Come get lost with Youth Group! Come get lost with Youth Group! Come get lost with Youth Group!    
Corn Maze Trip – October 18 – following church school  – 12:15   

  Bring:  $6.00 
              A bag lunch to eat at GPC  
              Friends 
              Weather appropriate clothes for outside. 
  Return:  4:00  GPC 
 

 

2009 JAMAICA MISSION TEAM REMINDER 
Please remember to support your GPC Jamaica Mission Team by depositing your empty cans and 
bottles in the bins outside of the Fellowship Hall.  Thank you for your continued support. 
            Blessed are those who rinse and sort! 
 

 



HAM DINNER 
 Saturday, October 24th from 4 - 6:30 p.m. 

 
 
 
 

We need help from a variety of sources for our well-known 
community dinner.  Sign-up sheets for food donations and volunteers 
will be posted on the wall outside the church office.  Please watch for 

announcements in the bulletins in the coming weeks. 

 
Youth Dates 

  October 1  –  7:30 – Advisors Meeting 
  October 4 –  9:00 – Youth Choir 
                          No Church School because of Wheel-A-Thon 

  October 4 -   12:45-7:00 Wheel-A-Thon 
  October 8 -   7:00 – Youth Committee 
  October 11 -  9:00 – Youth Choir 
                       11:15 – Church School       
  October 17 –   12:30pm – Sr Hi Zoo event/overnight 
  October 18 –   10:00 – Jr Hi Church School – no Sr. Hi  
                         12:30–   Sr Hi return from overnight 

                         12:15 – Jr Hi Corn Maze trip 
  October 25 -   9:00 – Youth Choir 
                           No Church School – Family Sunday 
  November 1 –  9:00 Youth Choir 
                        11:15 – Church School 
                          6-8 – Youth Group   
 
 

 
 
 
 

Senior High Fall Overnight 
A Night in Seneca Park Zoo 
Twenty-four hours of cagey fun!  
October 17, 12:30 PM – October 18, 12:30AM 

Meet at GPC at 12:30  Cost: $25.00 
Sign-up deadline – Sunday, October 11st       

Put permission form in CA’s office.      

 
 
 

OCTOBER MISSION NEWS: 
 
SUPPORT MISSION AND YOUTH BY SUPPORTING THE  
WHEEL-A-THON! – October 4th 
Our youth are biking from Greece to Fairport – 20 miles on the Erie Canal – to make money for 
their work projects.  They need your help!  Find a youth and make a pledge.  If you can’t find 
one, call Carol Anne …….and if you would like to ride yourself, call Carol Anne as well. 
 
SERVING LUNCH AT ST. JOSEPH’S HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY –  
OCTOBER 17 
GPC will serve lunch at St. Joseph’s on Saturday, October 17.  St. Joseph’s addresses the needs 
of the homeless in our city.  One of their missions is a hot lunch program.  On the 17th, we will be 
responsible for this meal.  There are several ways in which you can participate in this outreach: 
 Donate food – list is on the Kiosk 
 Cook the lunch – at GPC – 6:30 – October 16 
 Serve the lunch – at St. Joseph’s – October 17 – 10:30 to 2:00 – meet at St. Joseph’s on  
 South Avenue 
 

PEACEMAKING OFFERING/WORLD WIDE COMMUNION 
SUNDAY  -  RECEIVED OCTOBER 4TH  
Psalm 85:10, “Justice and peace shall kiss each other.” 
The Peacemaking Offering was created in 1980 to support the efforts of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) to live out a deeper commitment to peacemaking as part of our faithfulness to God.  
Twenty-five percent of the offering we receive will remain in our own congregation for our 
peacemaking efforts.  In addition, 25% will be used for peacemaking efforts in our Presbytery 
and Synod and the remaining 50% will be for use by the national church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  Resource Saturday 
  at the Presbytery Resource Center 

  1190 Winton Road South 
  located at the north end of  

Twelve Corners Presbyterian Church 
 

October 24th COURSES 
 

Susan Orr, Coordinator for Educational Resources       Tel:  242-0099         E-Mail:  
sorr@pbygenval.org 
Saturday, October 24, 2009                                       9:30 - 
11:00 AM 
Holistic Small Groups:  It’s the Adjective that is Key! 
Leaders   Rev. Nancy Tripp-Leport and Rev. Jim Renfrew, Natural Church Development 
Coaches 
A Natural Church Development Update 
Do you have a group in your church where you go for help with the challenges you  
face, prayer support, spiritual growth and to find relevant biblical applications for  
your everyday life?  If not, come and explore what a holistic small group can bring  
to you and your church, why they are important and how to begin one.  If you do,  
please come and share your experiences or learn how to “beef” up the ones you  
already have.  Although many of our churches have found Passionate Spirituality  
to be their minimum factor, holistic small groups may be the key to the difference 
between a healthy and an unhealthy church.                 
    REGISTRATION DEADLINE :  Thursday, October 22, 2009 
  

 Church as Employer: A Seminar for Personnel Committees 
Leader:  Linda Badger Becker, General Presbyter 

Whether your congregation employs several staff persons or simply a 
solo pastor, attending to the healthy and productive functioning of 
personnel is an essential right and responsibility of the local church 
Personnel Committee. This seminar will offer a brief overview of the 
work of the personnel committee including hiring practices, personnel 
policies, performance reviews, and 
promoting healthy relationships.            
  REGISTRATION DEADLINE :  Thursday, October 22, 2009 

 
                                                            

* * * TO REGISTER:  Contact Susan Orr (242-0099) or sorr@pbygenval.org * * * 
All courses are free; however pre-registration is requested. 

 

Come Early...Stay Late - The Resource Center will be open 9am until 1pm for browsing! 

FROM THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR ………………  

 It had been a long day.  I was tired.  Standing at the front door of GPC, I saw a 

small person running “full steam ahead” to me.  His arms flew open, his eyes widened 

and he smiled from ear to ear.  This small two year old was sprinting toward me as if I 

was the most important person in his life.  I know Alex, but have not spent much time 

with him.  I am only one person in his life – far from even a significant person I his life.  

Yet, for no apparent reason, I was receiving an off-the-chart enthusiastic hug – “just 

because.”  Impulsively, I put my books on the ground and lifted him high.  By this time, I 

was smiling from ear to ear declaring that he had made my day!  Instantly the weight of 

the day’s challenges dissolved and the wonderful two year old hug restored by energy.  

Later in the evening, I thought about my encounter with Alex.  Just remembering his 

warm, welcome, put a smile on my face. 

 Alex’s generous welcome reminded me that God welcomes us in exactly the same 

way.  For not apparent reason, God comes to us with open arms and loves us “just 

because.”  Indeed, it is the wonder of this unconditional love that restores our  hope and 

give us strength. 

 As we move through the fall at Gates Presbyterian Church, serving at St. 

Joseph’s, biking down the Erie Canal for mission, determining our stewardship 

commitment, preparing for fall fundraisers, attending worship, etc., let us do so out of 

gratitude for the love that god gives to each of us.  Imagine God running toward you with 

wide open arms ready to embrace you, “just because” – a powerful image indeed! 

 

       Carol AnneCarol AnneCarol AnneCarol Anne    
 
 
 
 


