GPC ADVENT MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
Waiting in Wonder .... and reaching out while we wait

Alternate Advent Market 2" Hour December &'. Shop for the holidays and support GPC
Mission Projects all at one time! The AlternatAdvent Market will be set up in the Fellowship
Hall and you will be able to choose from such tkiag a Book Sale, SERRV gift table, Fair
Trade Coffee, Guatemala Group table, Heifer Pr@adtGifts of Hope table, Jamaica Basic
School support table, Socks for St. Joseph, Audamase and more!

Gift Bagged Gifts for Cameron Kids We are helping 64 children aged newborn-17 yteats
are part of Cameron Community Ministries by volamieg to supply each child witbNE
brand new completeoutfit. Specific details about the child and the desinetfit, and favorite
colors will be on the Christmas tree NoV"29Please place the outfit and tissue paper in a
nice holiday gift bag with the purple part of the tag from the tree tied to it. Do not tie or
tape the gift bag closed as it must be checked foompleteness. Gift Bagged Outfit is due
back to GPC on_Dec 1% by 10AM at the latest

Christmas Joy Offering — Received in worship on Desmber 20

This second mile giving opportunity has been alRresian tradition for almost seventy years. It
is one of the four special offerings designatedhgyGeneral Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) to provide congregations direct svaf/supporting specific causes that help
those in need. Fifty percent of the receipts @@hristmas Joy Offering are distributed to the
Board of Pensions for assistance programs thaige®upport to retired and active church
workers and their spouses and families. The diftgipercent supports Presbyterian related
racial ethnic education through the National Mmést Division of the General Assembly
Council.

Christmas Eve Offering

This year the Christmas Eve offering is designaigain for the Jamaica Basic School
construction project. This five year long rangesion project began in 2007. The project is
funding a Basic School in Green Island, Jamaidae “basic school” system of Jamaica is
supported by the United Churches of Jamaica, pryyidreschool children with a strong
educational foundation. Our congregation has g-gianding partnership with the United
Church of Jamaica/Negril Charge. The Green Islamitied Church is one of the three
congregations in that charge. The current Badho@&dn this impoverished village is vastly
undersized — approximately 86 children in two $m@mms. A new school will open new
opportunities to this village.

Alternatives for Battered Women/Women'’s CandlelightDinner

Women attending the Women’s Candlelight Dinnereareouraged to bring personal hygiene
items to the Candlelight Dinner on December 7 whiilhbe donated to the Alternatives for
Battered Women.

**URGENT NEED**URGENT NEED**URGENT NEED** URGENT NEED**
SWEM needs our help more than ever this year. We&ddiklr GPC members to supply SWEM
with at least65 Holiday Dinners for families in need. Can ywip? Bring in the dinners on
December 18 by 10:00AM.

Christmas Dinner Shopping List

1 Fruit Cocktail or other fruit 2 cans of soup

1 large fruit juice 1 instant mashed potatoes

2 regular or 1 large canned sweet potatoes 1 craniog sauce

3 canned vegetables (Corn, Peas, Beans) 1 bag fatigf mix

1 (or more) relish/pickles/olives Instant coffeer tea bags

1 box gelatin dessert (or cake & frosting, or pierust and filling)

$5 in cash in an envelope (no checks!!) to be ustedpurchase the perishable part of the
meal (eggs, margarine, chicken)

Feel free to add small candies, mints, or other hiolay treats.

Please put the groceries in a small box. Some pdé®mave used laundry baskets or plastic
totes as boxes which are an additional gift to theecipients! If using a cardboard box, feel
free to decorate the box. Please do not wrap inddual items within the box as they must be
checked for completeness prior to distribution.

Mitten (and hat and scarf and glove) tree.This year the items on the tree will be going to
DePaul. They need adult sized itemsBoth men’s and women'’s items are needed. If you
already have purchased child-sized items, pleasatddhem as well, as there are family
members there that can use those. It may be aamttiwinter this year, so let's help others by
donating new items to keep them warm! Our “Mitfere” will be in place just outside Room 2
by the ' Sunday in Advent. Please have your donations frnamg the tree bypecember 28

St Joseph’s House of Hospitality We are cooking the meal for St. Joseph’$-nday
December 18 at 6:30 PMin the GPC Kitchen. We are serving at St. Joseph3aturday
December 18 at 10:30AM. Volunteers are needed for both of these aa#itiWe also need
people to sign up to donate the needed food itesign up sheets will be on the Kiosk by the
first Sunday in Advent.




MORE WAYS TO HELP OTHERS...

Cameron Community Ministries has let us know that they need disposable razansien’s
deodorant, mayo, salad dressing, & hot salfcgou wish to donate any of these items place
them against the brick wall in the narthex and cledy mark what they are for.

DePaul Serviceshas made us aware of the fact that they are id okpersonal care items such
as toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo, deodoratytMmsh, hair brushes, combs, even sotks.
you wish to donate any of these items place themaigst the brick wall in the narthex and
clearly mark what they are for.

TEDDY BEAR PROJECT 2009. . ..

The dressed Teddy Bears will be collected andalyeg at church on
Sunday, Decembef"6 The Teddy Bear picnic at the Chestnut Court deuaf St.
John’s Meadows will also be on DecembBis€arting at 2:00 p.m. The bears will be
prepared for delivery while we share refreshmentsfallowship with the ladies of the
Meadows.

The bears will be delivered to School #1 on Deaamii” at 10:00 a.m. and to
School #16 on Post Avenue on January 15. Morerirdton for the time of delivery for
School #16 will be in January worship bulletinshaihk you to EVERYONE who dressed a
bear(s)!!

ATTENTION: YOU ARE INVITED . . ..
Will the mystery be in a haunted Scottish castlenaybe in a ghost town in the wild west. In
a circus tent or at a masquerade ball? Maybe awmooky old house back in the woods??
Find out March 20, 2010, when you join us for tAtahnual Mystery Night, sponsored by the
Guatemala Group. Save the date!!!

PUBLIC WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER

Date Front Door Greeter Lay Reader Usher Team
Dec. 6 Polly Moore Peter Derry Team #1
Dec. 13 Keith Hadley Linda Allen Team #2
Dec. 20 Dick Saxe Carol Henchen Team #3

Dec. 24 4:30 service Whit Beckett
Dec. 24 8:00 service Nancy Bodhorn
Dec. 27 Barb Snaith

Carrie Dykes Team #4
Lynn Schtame  Team #5
Jim Mossgraber Team #6

i Adult Education for December |

13"  Health Care Reform

What is health care reform really all about? ksitis health care system truly broken? Should
our health care system be run by bureaucrats fnenfietderal government? What did Jesus say
about healing and caring for others? What ardatis and myths behind the debate and sound
bites? There’s more to learn and know that isported in the mainstream papers and electronic
media. The truth is out there, but it can be diifffi to find. Please come and discuss health care
reform with Bill Walence, Ph.D., professor of hbaidministration, Roberts Wesleyan College.
You probably won't change your mind, but at least'lf be able to recognize fact from fiction.

20" Christmas Caroling

Do you like to sing Christmas carols? It doesmétter if you can sing on key or not. We'd love
to have you join us on December 20th as we gatioeind the piano and try to make a joyful
noise to our Lord. We will be accompanied by Cfsnan. So grab a friend and join the Adult
Education Committee as we get ourselves into thestiias spirit. You'll find us in the Adult
Lounge after service. Hope to see you there. Bess.

Mcn’s Frograms
Men - Plan to dine togetlﬁerxcor breakfast at 6:30 at the | own and Countr9 Restaurant in

Chili (on the first Thursclag,) Dcccmbcr 3rd. Meetforaé p-m. dinner on Dcccmbcr I7th
(the third Thursc{ag evening) at the same restaurant. E_njoy food and griendship. Newcomers

are we]come.

SPECIAL PROGRAM ~ Women'’s Candlelight Dinner ,
Join us on Monday, Decembét for the Women'’s Candlelight Dinner. Be at 3E'

Whittier Party House for opening festivities at.6hp Please bring personal care (-
items to donate to Alternatives for Battered Women.

Christmas Eve Prayer

Give us, O God, the vision which can see Your lioviie world in spite of human failure.
Give us the faith to trust Your goodness in spftew ignorance and

‘4 weakness.

Y < Give us the knowledge that we may continue to prigly understanding

hearts.

And show us what each one of us can do to set farti@ coming of the

day of universal peace.

Frank Borman, Apollo 8 space mission, 1968




Musings:

The 14" Century mystic, Meister Eckhart said, “If the opiayer we ever said was
‘thank you’ it would be enough.” | am not sure wtitwas that | first heard this — however, |
certainly have been taken by it and it has becoc@ranon element of my spiritual vocabulary.

With that in mind | say ‘thank you’ to you, the meers and staff of Gates Presbyterian
Church for this past year. It has been a timdegding for me that | do not believe | will ever be
able to duplicate. It has been a time of learfiangne — about myself and about the church. |
feel as if I have grown because of our time togethe

Some of the lessons were hard and | would ratbehawve had to learn them (though |
hope that | have indeed learned them). Other tssaere an affirmation of what | already knew
and | am glad for them and for the affirmationill 8ther lessons were matters that | have never
had an opportunity to explore or to put to the.test

| appreciate that so many of you have been suppart me and the work that | did here.
| appreciate your friendship. | appreciate youndyjbumor and your playfulness. | appreciate
your prayers during the difficult times. And, | ayrateful for the hospitality that you extended to
me and to my wife at various times throughout nay $tere. | am grateful for your hard work
and creativity as you took on tasks that were ofifficult and thankless.

| am grateful for the opportunity to be a partladse serious moments; the sad and
sometimes painful moments — to share them with ydwave witnessed a deep sense of the holy
in those times and my heart has been touched.

Now is the beginning of a new liturgical year —u&dt, a new season — a new year
comes, a new focus and a new direction. It sesem&low a way of coming full circle for it was
at this time last year that | first came to be witlu. In the weeks ahead you will move closer to
the time when you will welcome a new pastor. Anertit will be a time of new all over again.

In the meantime, pray for the PNC. Pray for Camhe and for the Session as they take
on new responsibilities. You will always be a partne. And, you will be in my prayers —
especially in the days and weeks ahead. Pleagdgrme and for clarity and insight on the road
ahead.

Again, | say thank you — and may God bless yoypasseek to be faithful to the guiding
of the Holy Spirit as it leads you into your neviuie.

Grace and peace,

C L

GPC Budget Summary as of Oct. 31, 2009

2009 YTD 2009 YTD

Expenses Budget Actual Diff Analysis
Pastoral Leadership $131,751 $135,851 $4,-100
Other Church Staff $69,005 $67,315 $1,690
Building Maint $45,107 $40,220 $4,887
Program and Mission $49,952 $49,231 $721
Total Expenses $295,814 $292,617 $3,197
Income Budget Actual Diff \nalysis
Pledges $245,535 $235,853 $9,;382
Building Use $18,333 $10,459 $7,;374
Other Income $31,946 $41,518 $9,672
Total Income $295,814 $287,830 $7,-984
Overall Budget Actual Diff \nalysis

Total Expenses $295,814 $292,617 $3,197

Total Income $295,814 $287,830 $7,2984
Net Cash Flow $0 -$4,787 $4,-787

Legend
Favorable

Unfavorable

Statements of giving through the end of October are available in the church
office.




DEACONS PAGE

Please keep in thought and prayer
Mae Poole pattling health issues
Scott Blystone recovering from surgery
Chuck Goodykoontz’'s mother,battling health issues
Ralph O’Keefe, recovering from surgery
Bill McMahon, recovering in rehab from broken hip
Scott Mason recovering from a fall off a roof
Continued prayers falim Bartell

Our sympathy to
George and Janice Bilohlavek andramily on the recent death of Janice’s niece’s
husband

REMINDER TO DEACONS
Our next meeting will be at 7:00 p.m. on Mondayc&maber 21st

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS:

December 24 and 25 — OFFICE CLOSED

December 28 — December 31: 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.
January 1 — OFFICE CLOSED

Normal office hours resume on Monday, January 4020

THE PRAYER SHAWL GROUP will meet at the church in Room 17 at 7:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, December 15

TABITHA CIRCLE will meet at the home of Jane Gracey on TuesdageBber 8 at
7:00 p.m.

IS THERE A WIND INSTRUMENT HIDING IN YOUR CLOSET???

We are looking for instrumentalists to play cafmé$ore the morning service (S
on December 20. If you would like to look at muaiead of time, please see A/
Dennis or Debbie White. We'll meet at 9:20 in Wership Center on that
morning to warm up and get organized. Please larimyisic stand, if you
have one. Our church is blessed with many wonterfisicians, so please
come join us in making a joyful noise, or just cotmdisten and enjoy the
sounds of the season.

From the Associate Pastor .........cooveoe i e,

Frustrated by the sluggish computer, irritated by the slow fast food,
aggravated by the stalled traffic .......... | confess, | do not have much tolerance
for waiting!!! When did such impatience creep into my life? As a child, |
remember waiting as part of the wonder of life. With anticipation, | waited for the
last day of school each year. With expectation, | waited for our summer trip to
the beach. Waiting was part of the magic. Waiting welcomed dreaming and
imagining and made everything even more exciting. Has our culture lost the art
of “waiting” in our obsession with faster than fast. | wonder if we might “wait”
more patiently, if we made just a few behavioral changes? For instance, instead
twitching over the third stop light in a row, we use the wait as an opportunity for a
few moments of prayer. Instead of grumbling in the doctor’s waiting room, we
use the time for reflection. Instead of complaining about a late friend, we use the
time to envision ways we could help friends.

This year’'s Advent theme, “Waiting in Wonder”, invites us to learn how to
“wait” in order to journey toward Christmas Eve. What does it mean to “Wait in
Wonder” for the Christ Child? It means rejoicing in the blessings around us —
and “wonder”ing how we can restructure our life so as to have more time to enjoy
them. It means daring to hope for a just world — and “wonder”ing how we can
part of the change. It means celebrating the new life promised in the Christ Child
— and “wonder”ing how our lives will be transformed by that new life. It means
intentionally setting time aside to simply wonder.

If we take time to “Wait In Wonder”, perhaps Advent will be filled with eager
expectation instead of an overwhelming “to do list”. Perhaps the economics of
the season will be about what we have - not about what we don’t have. Perhaps
the Advent words will be love, joy, peace, and hope — not sale, credit, deal, debt.
| invite you to join me in discovering ways to “Wait In Wonder” for the Christ
Child. May your Advent be a time of spiritual growth.



Time & Talent Update

Thanks to all of you who turned in the Time & Tretleheets for 2010. Data analysis is
underway, and there should be a preliminary regpeatlable by the time you read this.

If you have not yet turned one in, or did not reeehe form in the mail, extras are
available in the Narthex. They are on a table ¢oldfft of the memorial book.

Budget Update

We have "slipped" a bit from last month. As of (&%, 83% of the year gone, we have received
only 80% of the year's pledges. Pretty good, builined with the loss of building use income
from BOCES, it leaves us with a deficit (expensésumincome) of almost $5000 for the year to
date. We appreciate your continued efforts to ke pledges paid up to date. Also, please, if
you have control of any of our expenditures, make shat they are absolutely necessary!

JR.CHOIRNEWS A A A A R R /A

We would like to officially welcome our new chaitembers! They are: ALEIGHA
BINKO, COLTON CRANE, IAN UNSON and CARSON WOHLERSt is so good to have you
with us!

"Come, sing a song of thanksgiving" was our calNmvember 22nd, as we started that
special service of celebration. We were very hapggin the Senior and Youth Choirs! Later
on in the service, our choir sang an anthem witlerse speaking parts and an extra
accompaniment provided by handbell players. Igisgthis brand new piece by Ellen Bryce,
"In the Morning", we promised to take the time edaly to be thankful for our blessings. After
finding the text in Lamentations 3:21-24, we sang:

"Lord, I will thank you, your love is sure
Lord, I will thank you, your compassions endure.

It was especially fun to see those verses on tre frover of the November Harbinger!

Now that December is right around the corner veestairting to work on our Christmas
Eve music. Our rehearsals will give us the chdaa@xperience bottvaiting andwonder as we
get prepared for December 24th. God's love forulg toes endure, year after year- and here we
are again in another season of Advent. Althouglrélason for our celebration remains the same
throughout the years, has anyone ever experiemeehristmases that were exactly alike?
Somehow, each year God's love speaks to us in fneghways- like the morning of a new day.

NURSERY ROOM AND TODDLER ROOM SCHEDULES

Nursery Toddler Room

Dec. 6 Tami Pignone and Joshua Binko c.BeSharon Call and Carolyn Thornton
Dec. 13 Andrea and lan Unson 7N\ Dec. 13 Briart Blad Shawn Lewis
Dec. 20 Sue and Alyssa Birkbeck Y&@;ﬂ Dec. 20 Tramy Fessica Burkovich
Dec. 27 Chris Davis and Joshua Binkt DecA@ianda Adams

FAMILY ADVENT FESTIVAL - DECEMBER 4 - 5:30-7:00

Pizza, crafts, and age appropriate worship service

This fun and meaningful event is designed for all generations. For families, it
offers activities that focus upon Christmas, not the "Holidays.” For older folks, it
offers a fun way to meet the young families in our congregation. For all, it offers
an evening of fun, food, and fellowship!

No cost - donations accepted.

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS and/or
GREEN ISLAND BASIC SCHOOL, JAMAICA

If you would like to order a plant for display in the Sanctuary for Christmas
and/or make a donation toward the Green Island Basi School in Jamaica, in honor or
memory of a loved one, please fill out the form beW and leave it with the money (or check)
in the offering plate or in the church office NO LATER than December &. Make checks
payable to_Gates Presbyterian Church Mail the order to the church if it is more
convenient. This year poinsettias will be availalel for $10.00 a piece.

NAME OF DONOR (S)

ADDRESS

IN HONOR OF or IN MEMORY OF (please circle appropriate phrase)

Please check appropriate donation:
Poinsettias
Green Island Basic School



VALET SERVICE
Anyone needing assistance walking from their cah¢oChurch this winter should first pull up to
the parking attendants and advise them that youdnike assistance. In addition, should you
need assistance after the Church service is @tdhd attendants know this as you walk into
Church. Also, to the Congregation, when you geétobyour car in the parking lot, take a look
around you and offer to help anyone looking as giaey could use a little assistance to walk
safely into the building. Let’s all be a part big valuable valet service to those who needts lit
help.

— Thank you from the Membership and Visitation Conteat

STEWARDSHIP FOR 2010

NEW LOVE NEW MERCY - Lamentations 3:21-24

An update from your stewardship committee

For the upcoming 2010 stewardship program we heseived 149 pledges as of Novembe?.15
We average about 225-230 pledges so if you havgetqtrovided us with a pledge card please
submit one as soon as you can. The target fa2Qhe budget is $318,347 and pledges received
so far add up to $225,508. This means we are al§®3000 shy of the goal established. If for
any reason you are unable to commit to a pledg2db0 please indicate this on a pledge card
and send it in. Extra pledge cards are founderhitspitality registers.

. The practice of stewardship begins with hearing@bed News of Jesus Christ and is a
spiritual discipline in response to God’s grace.
. It is more than giving money to the church. Stalship is about being faithful disciples,

caring for and managing all that God has given us.

There is no doubt that times are challenging, bedage take a moment to ask yourself
these two questions,

What is it that means the most to me in my relaigm with God and Gates Presbyterian
Church?

What more can | do to insure that this continudset@ lively, warm and caring church
community?
If you have not yet submitted your pledge cardroetand talent sheet please feel free to drop
them in the offering plate or you can leave thertheachurch office or mail them to church.
Thank you for what you have done and thank yoweeit you will do to help support our GPC
family.
May God continue to bless all that we are andhall tve do.
In Christ’s service,
Your Stewardship/Budget Committee
(Whit Beckett, Jan Beutner, Tracy Burkovich, Ruthtl, Eric Vail)

WORSHIP SERVICES IN DECEMBER
“WAITING IN WONDER”

November 29 First Sunday in Advent
Text: Jeremiah 33:14-16
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
About the service: Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
Family Sunday

December 6 Second Sunday in Advent
Text: Malachi 3:1-4
Luke 1: 68-79

December 13 Third Sunday in Advent
Text: lsaiah 12:2-6
Luke 3:7-18

December 20 Fourth Sunday in Advent
Text: Micah 5:2-5a
Luke 1:39-45
About the service: Irene Ward, soloist
Linda Sidore, liturgical dancer
GPC band will play Christmas Carols beginning at 9:30

December 24 Christmas Eve

What a joyful day! Finally after weeks of Waiting in Wonder, we gather to light the Christ
Candle, and to celebrate once again the birth of Jesus. This year we offer two

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services:

4:30 — A service designed for children. We will tell the story of the birth of
Jesus through scripture, music, and visual aides. The Junior Choir will

sing.

8:00 - Lessons and Carols Candlelight Service - a service that celebrates the
Birth of Christ through scripture and Carols. The Adult Choir, Youth

Choir, and Bell Choir will lead us in worship.

December 27
Text: Psalm 148
Luke 2:41-52

About the service: casual, come ready to celebrate the Christ Child with

Christmas Carol request
Family Sunday



Youth Calendar

December 1 - Payment due for Jamaica Mission Trip
December 3 - 7:30 Advisor's Meeting
December 5 - Junior High boys trip o Rock Venture's time TBD

7:00 pm Junior High girl's overnight at GPC
December 6 - 9:30 - Youth Choir

11:15 - Jr and Sr High Church School

6:00 - Jr. and Sr High Youth Group
December 13 - 9:30 - Youth Choir

11:15 - Jr. and Sr High Church School
December 15 - No Youth Committee Meeting
December 20 - 9:30 - Youth Choir

11:15 - Jr. and Sr High Church School

6:00 - Jr. and Sr. High Youth Group
December 27 - No Choir

No Church School/Family Sunday

THANK YOU

T hanks to everyone who

Helped in

Any way to make our

Notorious CHURCH MOUSE BAZAAR a
K nock out success!

Y ou made it happen! With
Out you, there is no CHURCH MOUSE BAZAAR

U are wonderful!!

Kay Harder, Sue Mancini, and Brenda Thornton
Co-chairpeople for the Church Mouse Bazaar

JUNIOR HIGH “ADVENT”URES

DECEMBER 5

BOYS - will go to Rock Ventures in the afternoon -
watch the snail mail for time, etc.
GIRLS - an overnight for you!
Place: GPC
Time: 7 pm to church on Sunday
Cost: absolutely free

JAMAICA MISSION PARTICIPANTS
- Time to get your passport!
December 1 - trip payment due - $250.00
Paperwork due - January 1
January 1 - trip payment due - $250.00
Dates to remember:
January 10 - 12:15-2:00 - Second Orientation
January 22/23 - Coffee House

SAVE THE DATE:
BLUE MOUNTAIN COFFEE HOUSE
JANUARY 23
6:60 - 8:30 p.m.
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!!!

YOUNG ADULT INFO ...

Youth Group Reunion - Monday, January 4 - 4:00 - 8:00 - GPC
Come for five minutes or come for the whole time - just come because we want
to see you! There will be plenty of food!

Young Adult Mission Trip - Hungary - May 27 - June 7
Austria and Hungary - a great chance to help a Hungarian village transition from
Communism to Democracy - talk to CA soon if you are interested.




